
Cherry Blossom Press grade-level sets include 
decodable readers that are:

•	 Aligned to Levels K-3 of the HMH Into Reading curriculum. 

•	 Created by Cecilia Minden, Ph.D., a literacy consultant and former 		
	 director of the Language and Literacy Program at Harvard Graduate 		
	 School of Education.

•	 Highly-engaging with full-color illustrations or photographs.

•	 Designed with word lists for pre-teaching, practice, and formative 		
	 assessment.

•	 Labeled with core phonics skills for easy re-teaching, review, and 		
	 scaffolding.

•	 Scaled to increase in complexity throughout each grade.

Each set of decodable readers is curated for  
the needs of that specific grade.

Ordering information
Shipping Terms 
Free Shipping on net orders $350+ when you order direct. Shipping and  
handling charges are 7.5%. Most orders are shipped within 7 days  
of receipt. Orders will be shipped from our warehouse in Mankato, Minnesota.

Mail 
Mail order form with payment information in a stamped envelope to: 
2395 South Huron Parkway, Suite 200, Ann Arbor, MI  48104

Phone 
Call toll-free and speak with one of our customer service specialists at:  
866.918.3956

Fax 
Complete form and fax directly to us at: 734.929.2649

Web 
Order online directly from our website at:  
https://cherryblossom-press.com/decodable-classroom-libraries

Email 
Order via email at: customerservice@cherrylakepublishing.com

Grounded in the Science of Reading, decodable books 
provide early readers with the practical experience they 
need to master the foundations of reading. 

Step by step and skill by skill, Cherry Blossom Press titles 
enhance core phonics instruction with a library of engaging 
stories and nonfiction texts. With Cherry Blossom Press, 
each child’s love of reading has what it needs to bloom. 

Cherry Blossom Press 
Decodable Classroom
Libraries Aligned to
HMH Into Reading

GRADE K
Introduces consonants and vowels with the variety 
needed to reinforce skills and build meaning.

GRADE 1

GRADE 2

GRADE 3

Supports the most transformative stage of learning 
to read with a robust offering that allows student 
choice to guide skills practice.

Guides readers towards skill mastery while  
building word knowledge and engaging with more 
complex texts.

Bridges early readers into confident readers with  
a set of fully-illustrated, 24-page decodable chapter 
books.

We are happy to work with you to customize class packs for your 
classroom. In addition, teaching guides are available for Cherry  
Blossom Press.

Our sales consultants are available to come visit and show you the 
line of titles. In addition, they can offer special discounts when you 
order direct. To find your sales consultant, please call customer 
service at 866-918-3956.

For Your Classroom
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TEACHER’S GUIDE
TO CHERRY BLOSSOM PRESS BOOKS,  
CECILIA MINDEN, PHD

Cherry Blossom Press books are specifically written for 
beginning and emergent readers. The simple text and 
repeating language patterns provide strong support for early 
readers. Concepts in each book were selected to reflect 
vocabulary familiar to the reader. There is also support from 
easily identified illustrations and pictures. A word list at the end 
of the book helps with word study and fluency.  

Here are some suggestions to help guide the developing reader.

PICTURE WALK
Begin by taking a walk through the book with the reader. Point 
to the cover and ask the reader if there are clues to the content 
of the book.

Go through the book, stopping every few pages to  ask the 
reader to identify the illustrations. End by asking the reader to 
predict what he or she will learn from the book.

PREVIEW
At the end of the book, there is a list of every word in the book. 
You may want to take a moment to review the sight words.  This 
will help to support the reader as he or she tackles the book. 
Some teachers may want to review all the words. Others may 
choose to have the reader sound out the short vowel words 
within the text.

READ
Careful thought has gone into making sure that most words are 
repeated, giving the reader a chance to practice his or her skills 
at a new word. Many 

of the words are repeated in other books as well. The teacher 
may ask students to read each page 

on their own. Another method would be buddy reading where 
readers take turns reading the pages. Stop occasionally during 
the reading and use the illustrations to offer clues to the more 
difficult words.

Readers at this level may use a finger to follow the text and 
help to focus on the words. Give the reader time to sound out 
an unfamiliar word. Point out words that are used multiple times. 

Many of the pages follow patterns that, once mastered, will 
help give the reader more fluency. Encourage the reader to say 
the word before using the illustration as a clue.

COMPREHENSION
At the end of the book, ask the reader if his or her prediction 
was similar to the story. Do not make this a right or wrong 
answer.  
A prediction is simply a guess to help with comprehension.

Ask the reader questions about the book. Try to avoid direct 
questions such as “What color was the flower?” Rather, ask 
questions that promote comprehension. “What do you think it 
would be like to be in a car at a car wash?”

WORD STUDY
The short vowel words are listed according to the short vowel 
sound. Not all vowels will be in each book, but an effort was 
made to ensure that there are at least two short vowels with 
enough words to provide word study activities.

1. Write each short vowel word on a small card. Draw two 
columns on a sheet of paper. Ask the reader to write a vowel 
at the top of each column – for example, an /a/ and an /e/. 
Now instruct the student to read each word and place it in 
the correct column. More experienced readers will be able to 
do this with three or more columns.

2. Instruct the reader to take the stack of cards and go through 
the book, matching the short vowel word to the same word in 
the text.

3. Instruct the student to write (or dictate) a simple sentence 
using one or two of the short vowels words.

FLUENCY
The entire text is also in the back of the book. Once the reader 
has had an opportunity to read the book many times, it will be 
possible to do a timed reading test for fluency. The number of 
words is included to help the teacher determine the speed. All 
the books have at least 50 words to ensure an accurate speed.
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Grade K
Introduces consonants and vowels  
with the variety needed to reinforce skills  
and build meaning.

Paperback  •  Page Count: 16
Dimensions: 6” x 6 3/4”
Full-color Illustrations &  
Photography

 TITLE ISBN HMH INTO READING FOCUS SKILLS GRADE K PRICE

1 CAT 978-1-5341-2395-3 MODULES 1-2, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

2 SAM AND JEN GET A PET 978-1-5341-2398-4 MODULES 1-2, 9 SHORT  VOWELS $7.95

3 TIM AND HIS BAT 978-1-5341-2401-1 MODULES 1-2, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

4 MAX AND ANN WIN THE GAME 978-1-5341-7972-1 MODULES 1-2, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

5 SEEING BLACK 978-1-5341-2392-2 MODULES 1-2, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

6 KATE BAKES A CAKE 978-1-5341-9681-0 MODULES 1-2, 8-9 SILENT E $7.95

7 KATE SKATES AT THE LAKE 978-1-5341-9682-7 MODULES 1-2, 8-9 SILENT E $7.95

8 GUESS THE SHAPE 978-1-6689-2713-7 MODULES 1-2, 9 SILENT E $7.95

9 MAX AND ANN 978-1-5341-7968-4 MODULES 3-4, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

10 MAX AND ANN RUN A RACE 978-1-5341-7971-4 MODULES 3-4, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

11 MAX KICKS THE BALL 978-1-5341-7970-7 MODULES 3-4, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

12 MIKE LIKES TO HIKE 978-1-5341-9684-1 MODULES 3-4, 8-9 SILENT E $7.95

13 MIKE RIDES A BIKE 978-1-5341-9683-4 MODULES 3-4, 8-9 SILENT E $7.95

14 ROLL THE DICE 978-1-6689-2712-0 MODULES 3-4, 8-9 SILENT E $7.95

15 TELL THE TIME 978-1-6689-2715-1 MODULES 3-4, 8-9 SILENT E $7.95

16 PEPPER IN THE WINDOW 978-1-5341-7967-7 MODULES 3-4, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

17 PEPPER AT THE VET 978-1-5341-7964-6 MODULES 3-4, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

18 MOM GOT A JOB 978-1-6689-1891-3 MODULES 3-4, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

19 TOM AND TODD 978-1-6689-1892-0 MODULES 3-4, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

20 HOPE DIGS A HOLE 978-1-5341-9685-8 MODULES 3-4, 9 SILENT E $7.95

GRADE K TITLES CONTINUE ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.
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TEACHER’S GUIDE
TO CHERRY BLOSSOM PRESS BOOKS,  
CECILIA MINDEN, PHD

Cherry Blossom Press books are specifically written for 
beginning and emergent readers. The simple text and 
repeating language patterns provide strong support for early 
readers. Concepts in each book were selected to reflect 
vocabulary familiar to the reader. There is also support from 
easily identified illustrations and pictures. A word list at the end 
of the book helps with word study and fluency.  

Here are some suggestions to help guide the developing reader.

PICTURE WALK
Begin by taking a walk through the book with the reader. Point 
to the cover and ask the reader if there are clues to the content 
of the book.

Go through the book, stopping every few pages to  ask the 
reader to identify the illustrations. End by asking the reader to 
predict what he or she will learn from the book.

PREVIEW
At the end of the book, there is a list of every word in the book. 
You may want to take a moment to review the sight words.  This 
will help to support the reader as he or she tackles the book. 
Some teachers may want to review all the words. Others may 
choose to have the reader sound out the short vowel words 
within the text.

READ
Careful thought has gone into making sure that most words are 
repeated, giving the reader a chance to practice his or her skills 
at a new word. Many 

of the words are repeated in other books as well. The teacher 
may ask students to read each page 

on their own. Another method would be buddy reading where 
readers take turns reading the pages. Stop occasionally during 
the reading and use the illustrations to offer clues to the more 
difficult words.

Readers at this level may use a finger to follow the text and 
help to focus on the words. Give the reader time to sound out 
an unfamiliar word. Point out words that are used multiple times. 

Many of the pages follow patterns that, once mastered, will 
help give the reader more fluency. Encourage the reader to say 
the word before using the illustration as a clue.

COMPREHENSION
At the end of the book, ask the reader if his or her prediction 
was similar to the story. Do not make this a right or wrong 
answer.  
A prediction is simply a guess to help with comprehension.

Ask the reader questions about the book. Try to avoid direct 
questions such as “What color was the flower?” Rather, ask 
questions that promote comprehension. “What do you think it 
would be like to be in a car at a car wash?”

WORD STUDY
The short vowel words are listed according to the short vowel 
sound. Not all vowels will be in each book, but an effort was 
made to ensure that there are at least two short vowels with 
enough words to provide word study activities.

1. Write each short vowel word on a small card. Draw two 
columns on a sheet of paper. Ask the reader to write a vowel 
at the top of each column – for example, an /a/ and an /e/. 
Now instruct the student to read each word and place it in 
the correct column. More experienced readers will be able to 
do this with three or more columns.

2. Instruct the reader to take the stack of cards and go through 
the book, matching the short vowel word to the same word in 
the text.

3. Instruct the student to write (or dictate) a simple sentence 
using one or two of the short vowels words.

FLUENCY
The entire text is also in the back of the book. Once the reader 
has had an opportunity to read the book many times, it will be 
possible to do a timed reading test for fluency. The number of 
words is included to help the teacher determine the speed. All 
the books have at least 50 words to ensure an accurate speed.
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Introduces consonants and vowels  
with the variety needed to reinforce skills  
and build meaning.

Paperback  •  Page Count: 16
Dimensions: 6” x 6 3/4”
Full-color Illustrations &  
Photography

 TITLE ISBN HMH INTO READING FOCUS SKILLS GRADE K PRICE

21 HOPE JUMPS ROPE 978-1-5341-9686-5 MODULES 3-4, 9 SILENT E $7.95

22 PIG 978-1-5341-2394-6 MODULES 5-6, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

23 SEEING TAN 978-1-5341-2393-9 MODULES 5-6, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

24 PEG AND MEG 978-1-5341-2400-4 MODULES 5-6, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

25 BUD THE PUP 978-1-6689-1893-7 MODULES 5-6, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

26 BUD GETS A CUT 978-1-6689-1894-4 MODULES 5-6, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

27 LUKE PLAYS A TUNE 978-1-5341-9688-9 MODULES 5-6, 8-9 SILENT E $7.95

28 LUKE RIDES A MULE 978-1-5341-9687-2 MODULES 5-6 ,8-9 SILENT E $7.95

29 HEN 978-1-5341-2397-7 MODULES 5-6, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

30 SEEING RED 978-1-5341-2390-8 MODULES 5-6, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

31 JEN’S RED HEN 978-1-6689-1887-6 MODULES 5-6, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

32 KEV GETS ON A JET 978-1-6689-1888-3 MODULES 5-6, 9 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

33 PETE AND HIS KITE 978-1-5341-9689-6 MODULES 5-6, 8-9 SILENT E $7.95

34 PETE RUNS A RACE 978-1-5341-9690-2 MODULES 5-6, 8-9 SILENT E $7.95

35 GRAMPS HAS A COW 978-1-5341-8800-6 MODULES 5-6, 9 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

36 GRAMPS HAS A DOG 978-1-5341-8798-6 MODULES 5-6, 9 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

37 PIPER ON A PLANE 978-1-5341-6094-1 MODULES 5-6, 9 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

38 PIPER HAS A BIRTHDAY 978-1-5341-6093-4 MODULES 5-6, 9 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

39 ADD IT UP 978-1-6689-2714-4 MODULES 7, 9 DIGRAPHS $7.95

40 PIPER AT THE VET 978-1-5341-6091-0 MODULES 7, 9 DIGRAPHS $7.95

41 PIPER AT THE PARK 978-1-5341-6092-7 MODULES 7, 9 DIGRAPHS $7.95

42 PIPER AND EMMA 978-1-5341-6090-3 MODULES 7, 9 DIGRAPHS $7.95

43 WHO HAS MY BRUSH? 978-1-5341-7978-3 MODULES 7, 9 DIGRAPHS $7.95

44 WHO HAS MY SNACK? 978-1-5341-7979-0 MODULES 7, 9 DIGRAPHS $7.95

45 WHO HAS MY WATCH? 978-1-5341-7981-3 MODULES 7, 9 DIGRAPHS $7.95

46 WHO HAS MY TRUCK? 978-1-5341-7980-6 MODULES 7, 9 DIGRAPHS $7.95

Grade K
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TEACHER’S GUIDE
TO CHERRY BLOSSOM PRESS BOOKS,  
CECILIA MINDEN, PHD

Cherry Blossom Press books are specifically written for 
beginning and emergent readers. The simple text and 
repeating language patterns provide strong support for early 
readers. Concepts in each book were selected to reflect 
vocabulary familiar to the reader. There is also support from 
easily identified illustrations and pictures. A word list at the end 
of the book helps with word study and fluency.  

Here are some suggestions to help guide the developing reader.

PICTURE WALK
Begin by taking a walk through the book with the reader. Point 
to the cover and ask the reader if there are clues to the content 
of the book.

Go through the book, stopping every few pages to  ask the 
reader to identify the illustrations. End by asking the reader to 
predict what he or she will learn from the book.

PREVIEW
At the end of the book, there is a list of every word in the book. 
You may want to take a moment to review the sight words.  This 
will help to support the reader as he or she tackles the book. 
Some teachers may want to review all the words. Others may 
choose to have the reader sound out the short vowel words 
within the text.

READ
Careful thought has gone into making sure that most words are 
repeated, giving the reader a chance to practice his or her skills 
at a new word. Many 

of the words are repeated in other books as well. The teacher 
may ask students to read each page 

on their own. Another method would be buddy reading where 
readers take turns reading the pages. Stop occasionally during 
the reading and use the illustrations to offer clues to the more 
difficult words.

Readers at this level may use a finger to follow the text and 
help to focus on the words. Give the reader time to sound out 
an unfamiliar word. Point out words that are used multiple times. 

Many of the pages follow patterns that, once mastered, will 
help give the reader more fluency. Encourage the reader to say 
the word before using the illustration as a clue.

COMPREHENSION
At the end of the book, ask the reader if his or her prediction 
was similar to the story. Do not make this a right or wrong 
answer.  
A prediction is simply a guess to help with comprehension.

Ask the reader questions about the book. Try to avoid direct 
questions such as “What color was the flower?” Rather, ask 
questions that promote comprehension. “What do you think it 
would be like to be in a car at a car wash?”

WORD STUDY
The short vowel words are listed according to the short vowel 
sound. Not all vowels will be in each book, but an effort was 
made to ensure that there are at least two short vowels with 
enough words to provide word study activities.

1. Write each short vowel word on a small card. Draw two 
columns on a sheet of paper. Ask the reader to write a vowel 
at the top of each column – for example, an /a/ and an /e/. 
Now instruct the student to read each word and place it in 
the correct column. More experienced readers will be able to 
do this with three or more columns.

2. Instruct the reader to take the stack of cards and go through 
the book, matching the short vowel word to the same word in 
the text.

3. Instruct the student to write (or dictate) a simple sentence 
using one or two of the short vowels words.

FLUENCY
The entire text is also in the back of the book. Once the reader 
has had an opportunity to read the book many times, it will be 
possible to do a timed reading test for fluency. The number of 
words is included to help the teacher determine the speed. All 
the books have at least 50 words to ensure an accurate speed.
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Grade 1
Supports the most transformative stage of learning 
to read with a robust offering that allows student 
choice to guide skills practice.

GRADE 1 TITLES CONTINUE ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.

Paperback  •  Page Count: 16
Dimensions: 6” x 6 3/4”
Full-color Illustrations &  
Photography

 TITLE ISBN HMH INTO READING FOCUS SKILLS GRADE 1 PRICE

1 THE CASE OF THE FLAT HAT 978-1-5341-4970-0 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

2 THE CASE OF THE LOST CAT 978-1-5341-3909-1 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

3 DAD BAKES A HAM 978-1-6689-1885-2 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

4 DAN AND SAM PLAY TAG 978-1-6689-1886-9 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

5 A GIFT FOR GRAM 978-1-5341-6824-4 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

6 WHAT CAN I SEE IN THE SUMMER? 978-1-5341-2875-0 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

7 THE CASE OF THE LOST PIG 978-1-5341-3912-1 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

8 THE CASE OF THE BIG FISH 978-1-5341-4972-4 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

9 THE CASE OF THE LOST FROG 978-1-5341-3910-7 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

10 BOB AND TOM SPOT A FOX 978-1-5341-9672-8 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

11 THE CASE OF THE STUCK TRUCK 978-1-5341-4974-8 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

12 GOOD FOOD AT THE FOOD TRUCK 978-1-5341-2866-8 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

13 DOG 978-1-5341-2396-0 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

14 WHAT CAN I SEE IN THE FALL? 978-1-5341-2873-6 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

15 PEPPER IS LOST 978-1-5341-6826-8 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

16 BETH’S BASKETBALL GAME 978-1-5341-2862-0 MODULES 1-2 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

17 THE CASE OF THE WET PET 978-1-5341-4971-7 MODULES 3-4 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

18 THE CASE OF THE LOST HEN 978-1-5341-3911-4 MODULES 3-4 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

19 THE CASE OF THE LOST PUP 978-1-5341-3913-8 MODULES 3-4 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

20 A DOG IN A BED 978-1-5341-8804-4 MODULES 3-4 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

21 A CAT IN A CRATE 978-1-5341-8805-1 MODULES 3-4 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

22 PAM’S PET SHOP 978-1-5341-8801-3 MODULES 3-4 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

23 SEEING PINK 978-1-5341-2391-5 MODULES 3-4 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

24 WHAT CAN I GET AT THE SHOP? 978-1-5341-2870-5 MODULES 3-4 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

25 WHERE IS THE BOOK? 978-1-5341-6833-6 MODULES 3-4 DIGRAPHS $7.95

26 WHERE IS THE CUPCAKE? 978-1-5341-6831-2 MODULES 3-4 DIGRAPHS $7.95

27 TRISTAN MAKES A GIFT 978-1-5341-8812-9 MODULES 3-4 DIGRAPHS $7.95

28 TRISTAN MAKES A TRACK 978-1-5341-8813-6 MODULES 3-4 DIGRAPHS $7.95

29 TRISTAN MAKES LUNCH 978-1-5341-8815-0 MODULES 3-4 DIGRAPHS $7.95

30 GRAMPS HAS A HEN 978-1-5341-8797-9 MODULES 3-4 DIGRAPHS $7.95

31 THE BUS GETS STUCK 978-1-5341-9676-6 MODULES 3-4 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

32 THE BUS HITS A BUMP 978-1-5341-9675-9 MODULES 3-4 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

33 THE BUS RUNS UP THE HILL 978-1-5341-9674-2 MODULES 3-4 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

34 TURTLE AND FROG 978-1-5341-7973-8 MODULES 5-6 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

35 WHERE IS TURTLE? 978-1-5341-7977-6 MODULES 5-6 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

36 TURTLE AND FROG RACE 978-1-5341-7974-5 MODULES 5-6 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

37 TURTLE AND FROG FIND A BALL 978-1-5341-7976-9 MODULES 5-6 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

38 TURTLE AND FROG AT THE POND 978-1-5341-7975-2 MODULES 5-6 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

39 GRAMPS HAS A FARM 978-1-5341-8796-2 MODULES 5-6 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

40 GRAMPS HAS A HORSE 978-1-5341-8799-3 MODULES 5-6 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95
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TEACHER’S GUIDE
TO CHERRY BLOSSOM PRESS BOOKS,  
CECILIA MINDEN, PHD

Cherry Blossom Press books are specifically written for 
beginning and emergent readers. The simple text and 
repeating language patterns provide strong support for early 
readers. Concepts in each book were selected to reflect 
vocabulary familiar to the reader. There is also support from 
easily identified illustrations and pictures. A word list at the end 
of the book helps with word study and fluency.  

Here are some suggestions to help guide the developing reader.

PICTURE WALK
Begin by taking a walk through the book with the reader. Point 
to the cover and ask the reader if there are clues to the content 
of the book.

Go through the book, stopping every few pages to  ask the 
reader to identify the illustrations. End by asking the reader to 
predict what he or she will learn from the book.

PREVIEW
At the end of the book, there is a list of every word in the book. 
You may want to take a moment to review the sight words.  This 
will help to support the reader as he or she tackles the book. 
Some teachers may want to review all the words. Others may 
choose to have the reader sound out the short vowel words 
within the text.

READ
Careful thought has gone into making sure that most words are 
repeated, giving the reader a chance to practice his or her skills 
at a new word. Many 

of the words are repeated in other books as well. The teacher 
may ask students to read each page 

on their own. Another method would be buddy reading where 
readers take turns reading the pages. Stop occasionally during 
the reading and use the illustrations to offer clues to the more 
difficult words.

Readers at this level may use a finger to follow the text and 
help to focus on the words. Give the reader time to sound out 
an unfamiliar word. Point out words that are used multiple times. 

Many of the pages follow patterns that, once mastered, will 
help give the reader more fluency. Encourage the reader to say 
the word before using the illustration as a clue.

COMPREHENSION
At the end of the book, ask the reader if his or her prediction 
was similar to the story. Do not make this a right or wrong 
answer.  
A prediction is simply a guess to help with comprehension.

Ask the reader questions about the book. Try to avoid direct 
questions such as “What color was the flower?” Rather, ask 
questions that promote comprehension. “What do you think it 
would be like to be in a car at a car wash?”

WORD STUDY
The short vowel words are listed according to the short vowel 
sound. Not all vowels will be in each book, but an effort was 
made to ensure that there are at least two short vowels with 
enough words to provide word study activities.

1. Write each short vowel word on a small card. Draw two 
columns on a sheet of paper. Ask the reader to write a vowel 
at the top of each column – for example, an /a/ and an /e/. 
Now instruct the student to read each word and place it in 
the correct column. More experienced readers will be able to 
do this with three or more columns.

2. Instruct the reader to take the stack of cards and go through 
the book, matching the short vowel word to the same word in 
the text.

3. Instruct the student to write (or dictate) a simple sentence 
using one or two of the short vowels words.

FLUENCY
The entire text is also in the back of the book. Once the reader 
has had an opportunity to read the book many times, it will be 
possible to do a timed reading test for fluency. The number of 
words is included to help the teacher determine the speed. All 
the books have at least 50 words to ensure an accurate speed.
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Grade 1
Supports the most transformative stage of 
learning to read with a robust offering that 
allows student choice to guide skills practice.

Paperback  •  Page Count: 16
Dimensions: 6” x 6 3/4”
Full-color Illustrations &  
Photography
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TEACHER’S GUIDE
TO CHERRY BLOSSOM PRESS BOOKS,  
CECILIA MINDEN, PHD

Cherry Blossom Press books are specifically written for 
beginning and emergent readers. The simple text and 
repeating language patterns provide strong support for early 
readers. Concepts in each book were selected to reflect 
vocabulary familiar to the reader. There is also support from 
easily identified illustrations and pictures. A word list at the end 
of the book helps with word study and fluency.  

Here are some suggestions to help guide the developing reader.

PICTURE WALK
Begin by taking a walk through the book with the reader. Point 
to the cover and ask the reader if there are clues to the content 
of the book.

Go through the book, stopping every few pages to  ask the 
reader to identify the illustrations. End by asking the reader to 
predict what he or she will learn from the book.

PREVIEW
At the end of the book, there is a list of every word in the book. 
You may want to take a moment to review the sight words.  This 
will help to support the reader as he or she tackles the book. 
Some teachers may want to review all the words. Others may 
choose to have the reader sound out the short vowel words 
within the text.

READ
Careful thought has gone into making sure that most words are 
repeated, giving the reader a chance to practice his or her skills 
at a new word. Many 

of the words are repeated in other books as well. The teacher 
may ask students to read each page 

on their own. Another method would be buddy reading where 
readers take turns reading the pages. Stop occasionally during 
the reading and use the illustrations to offer clues to the more 
difficult words.

Readers at this level may use a finger to follow the text and 
help to focus on the words. Give the reader time to sound out 
an unfamiliar word. Point out words that are used multiple times. 

Many of the pages follow patterns that, once mastered, will 
help give the reader more fluency. Encourage the reader to say 
the word before using the illustration as a clue.

COMPREHENSION
At the end of the book, ask the reader if his or her prediction 
was similar to the story. Do not make this a right or wrong 
answer.  
A prediction is simply a guess to help with comprehension.

Ask the reader questions about the book. Try to avoid direct 
questions such as “What color was the flower?” Rather, ask 
questions that promote comprehension. “What do you think it 
would be like to be in a car at a car wash?”

WORD STUDY
The short vowel words are listed according to the short vowel 
sound. Not all vowels will be in each book, but an effort was 
made to ensure that there are at least two short vowels with 
enough words to provide word study activities.

1. Write each short vowel word on a small card. Draw two 
columns on a sheet of paper. Ask the reader to write a vowel 
at the top of each column – for example, an /a/ and an /e/. 
Now instruct the student to read each word and place it in 
the correct column. More experienced readers will be able to 
do this with three or more columns.

2. Instruct the reader to take the stack of cards and go through 
the book, matching the short vowel word to the same word in 
the text.

3. Instruct the student to write (or dictate) a simple sentence 
using one or two of the short vowels words.

FLUENCY
The entire text is also in the back of the book. Once the reader 
has had an opportunity to read the book many times, it will be 
possible to do a timed reading test for fluency. The number of 
words is included to help the teacher determine the speed. All 
the books have at least 50 words to ensure an accurate speed.
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 TITLE ISBN HMH INTO READING FOCUS SKILLS GRADE 1 PRICE

41 THE CASE OF THE MIXED SOCKS 978-1-5341-4973-1 MODULES 5-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

42 LIL AND KIT LIKE TO KNIT 978-1-6689-1889-0 MODULES 5-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

43 JILL'S PIG 978-1-6689-1890-6 MODULES 5-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

44 LEE JOINS THE TEAM 978-1-5341-9867-8 MODULES 7-8 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

45 DEAN RAKES THE LEAVES 978-1-5341-9868-5 MODULES 7-8 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

46 JEAN AT THE BEACH 978-1-6689-0875-4 MODULES 7-8 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

47 THE DREAM BOOK 978-1-6689-0876-1 MODULES 7-8 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

48 JAYDEN SAVES THE DAY 978-1-5341-9863-0 MODULES 7-8 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

49 HAILEY SHOPS FOR CLAY 978-1-5341-9864-7 MODULES 7-8 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

50 CLAIRE BRAIDS MAY’S TAIL 978-1-5341-9865-4 MODULES 7-8 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

51 AIDEN PAINTS A CHAIR 978-1-5341-9866-1 MODULES 7-8 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

52 JOE AT THE SHOW 978-1-5341-9875-3 MODULES 7-8 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

53 COLTON STROLLS ON THE KNOLL 978-1-5341-9876-0 MODULES 7-8 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

54 KYLE CLIMBS THE WALL 978-1-5341-9871-5 MODULES 7-8 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

55 LYLA AND THE NIGHTLIGHT 978-1-5341-9872-2 MODULES 7-8 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

56 SHARKS! 978-1-6689-2694-9 MODULES 7-8 R-CONTROLLED VOWELS $7.95

57 CARTER DOES YARDWORK 978-1-6689-2688-8 MODULES 7-8 R-CONTROLLED VOWELS $7.95

58 BERT AT THE FARM 978-1-5341-9677-3 MODULES 7-8 R-CONTROLLED VOWELS $7.95

59 SNACKS AT THE PARK 978-1-5341-2865-1 MODULES 7-8 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

60 MORE OR LESS 978-1-6689-2708-3 MODULES 9-10 R-CONTROLLED VOWELS $7.95

61 SORT THE BEADS 978-1-6689-2711-3 MODULES 9-10 R-CONTROLLED VOWELS $7.95

62 HARPER SHOPS WITH GRAM 978-1-6689-2690-1 MODULES 9-10 R-CONTROLLED VOWELS $7.95

63 ELLA PLANS A GARDEN 978-1-5341-8806-8 MODULES 9-10 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

64 ELLA DIGS A GARDEN 978-1-5341-8807-5 MODULES 9-10 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

65 ELLA SHOPS FOR HER GARDEN 978-1-5341-8810-5 MODULES 9-10 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

66 ELLA PLANTS A GARDEN 978-1-5341-8808-2 MODULES 9-10 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

67 ELLA IN HER GARDEN 978-1-5341-8809-9 MODULES 9-10 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

68 THE BALLOON BOOK 978-1-6689-0870-9 MODULES 9-10 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

69 BLUE AND THE GLUE 978-1-5341-9881-4 MODULES 9-10 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

70 CHEWY AND LUKE 978-1-5341-9882-1 MODULES 9-10 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

71 THE HAPPY COOKING SCHOOL 978-1-6689-0869-3 MODULES 9-10 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

72 SUE FINDS THE CLUES 978-1-5341-9879-1 MODULES 9-10 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

73 SAMUEL ON A CRUISE 978-1-5341-9880-7 MODULES 9-10 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

74 AUNT DAWN VISITS 978-1-6689-2686-4 MODULES 11-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

75 JOY'S TOY STORE 978-16689-2691-8 MODULES 11-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

76 ROY GETS A DECOY 978-1-6689-2693-2 MODULES 11-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

77 THE BOAT LAUNCH 978-1-6689-2695-6 MODULES 11-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

78 THE GROUCHY COW 978-1-6689-2696-3 MODULES 11-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

79 THE LITTLE SPROUT 978-1-6689-2697-0 MODULES 11-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

80 COUNT UP AND DOWN 978-1-6689-2710-6 MODULES 11-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

81 COUNT UP FROM SIX 978-1-6689-2709-0 MODULES 11-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

82 LEAH AT THE BEACH 978-1-5341-9869-2 MODULES 11-12 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

83 REESE AT THE STREAM 978-1-5341-9870-8 MODULES 11-12 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95



Grade 2
Guides readers towards skill mastery while 
building word knowledge and engaging 
with more complex texts.

Paperback  •  Page Count: 16
Dimensions: 6” x 6 3/4”
Full-color Illustrations &  
Photography

GRADE 2 TITLES CONTINUE ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.

 TITLE ISBN HMH INTO READING FOCUS SKILLS GRADE 2 PRICE

1 WHAT TO PUT ON FOR THE PARK? 978-1-5341-2869-9 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

2 ANN HITS THE BALL 978-1-5341-7969-1 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

3 MUD ON THE VAN 978-1-5341-2399-1 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

4 PEPPER TAKES A RIDE 978-1-5341-7966-0 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

5 PEPPER’S NEW BED 978-1-5341-7965-3 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

6 PEPPER’S NEW TOY 978-1-5341-6828-2 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

7 PEPPER GETS A BATH 978-1-5341-7963-9 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

8 PEPPER’S BALL OF YARN 978-1-5341-6827-5 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

9 JUMP IN THE POOL 978-1-5341-2864-4 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

10 WHO HAS MY BLANKET? 978-1-5341-7982-0 MODULES 1-6 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

11 WHERE IS THE BLUE BALL? 978-1-5341-6829-9 MODULES 1-6 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

12 WHERE IS THE RED RIBBON? 978-1-5341-6830-5 MODULES 1-6 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

13 WHERE IS THE PEN? 978-1-5341-6832-9 MODULES 1-6 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

14 TRISTAN MAKES A SNOWMAN 978-1-5341-8814-3 MODULES 1-6 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

15 TRISTAN MAKES A TRAP 978-1-5341-8811-2 MODULES 1-6 CONSONANT BLENDS $7.95

16 AT THE FISH HUT 978-1-5341-2867-5 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

17 BUZZ PLAYS SOCCER 978-1-5341-2863-7 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

18 WHAT TO PUT ON FOR SCHOOL? 978-1-5341-2871-2 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

19 PEPPER AND GRAM 978-1-5341-6825-1 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

20 THE BULL’S FOOTBALL TEAM 978-1-5341-2861-3 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

21 WHAT SHALL I PACK FOR OUR TRIP? 978-1-5341-2872-9 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

22 WHAT IS IN YOUR LUNCH BOX? 978-1-5341-2868-2 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

23 WHAT CAN I SEE IN THE SPRING? 978-1-5341-2874-3 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

24 A BIRD IN A BOX 978-1-5341-8803-7 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

25 A FISH IN A BAG 978-1-5341-8802-0 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

26 BOB AND TOM GET A DOG 978-1-5341-9671-1 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

27 BOB AND TOM WITH MOM 978-1-5341-9673-5 MODULES 1-6 SHORT VOWELS $7.95

28 DOUGLAS HAS A COUGH 978-1-6689-0867-9 MODULES 1-6 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

29 DO WE HAVE ENOUGH STUFF? 978-1-6689-0868-6 MODULES 1-6 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95
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TEACHER’S GUIDE
TO CHERRY BLOSSOM PRESS BOOKS,  
CECILIA MINDEN, PHD

Cherry Blossom Press books are specifically written for 
beginning and emergent readers. The simple text and 
repeating language patterns provide strong support for early 
readers. Concepts in each book were selected to reflect 
vocabulary familiar to the reader. There is also support from 
easily identified illustrations and pictures. A word list at the end 
of the book helps with word study and fluency.  

Here are some suggestions to help guide the developing reader.

PICTURE WALK
Begin by taking a walk through the book with the reader. Point 
to the cover and ask the reader if there are clues to the content 
of the book.

Go through the book, stopping every few pages to  ask the 
reader to identify the illustrations. End by asking the reader to 
predict what he or she will learn from the book.

PREVIEW
At the end of the book, there is a list of every word in the book. 
You may want to take a moment to review the sight words.  This 
will help to support the reader as he or she tackles the book. 
Some teachers may want to review all the words. Others may 
choose to have the reader sound out the short vowel words 
within the text.

READ
Careful thought has gone into making sure that most words are 
repeated, giving the reader a chance to practice his or her skills 
at a new word. Many 

of the words are repeated in other books as well. The teacher 
may ask students to read each page 

on their own. Another method would be buddy reading where 
readers take turns reading the pages. Stop occasionally during 
the reading and use the illustrations to offer clues to the more 
difficult words.

Readers at this level may use a finger to follow the text and 
help to focus on the words. Give the reader time to sound out 
an unfamiliar word. Point out words that are used multiple times. 

Many of the pages follow patterns that, once mastered, will 
help give the reader more fluency. Encourage the reader to say 
the word before using the illustration as a clue.

COMPREHENSION
At the end of the book, ask the reader if his or her prediction 
was similar to the story. Do not make this a right or wrong 
answer.  
A prediction is simply a guess to help with comprehension.

Ask the reader questions about the book. Try to avoid direct 
questions such as “What color was the flower?” Rather, ask 
questions that promote comprehension. “What do you think it 
would be like to be in a car at a car wash?”

WORD STUDY
The short vowel words are listed according to the short vowel 
sound. Not all vowels will be in each book, but an effort was 
made to ensure that there are at least two short vowels with 
enough words to provide word study activities.

1. Write each short vowel word on a small card. Draw two 
columns on a sheet of paper. Ask the reader to write a vowel 
at the top of each column – for example, an /a/ and an /e/. 
Now instruct the student to read each word and place it in 
the correct column. More experienced readers will be able to 
do this with three or more columns.

2. Instruct the reader to take the stack of cards and go through 
the book, matching the short vowel word to the same word in 
the text.

3. Instruct the student to write (or dictate) a simple sentence 
using one or two of the short vowels words.

FLUENCY
The entire text is also in the back of the book. Once the reader 
has had an opportunity to read the book many times, it will be 
possible to do a timed reading test for fluency. The number of 
words is included to help the teacher determine the speed. All 
the books have at least 50 words to ensure an accurate speed.
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ContinuedGrade 2

Guides readers towards skill mastery 
while building word knowledge and 
engaging with more complex texts.

Paperback  •  Page Count: 16
Dimensions: 6” x 6 3/4”
Full-color Illustrations &  
Photography

 TITLE ISBN HMH INTO READING FOCUS SKILLS GRADE 2 PRICE

30 ZOEY GOES ON A COACH RIDE 978-1-5341-9877-7 MODULES 1-6 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

31 NOAH IN A BOAT 978-1-5341-9878-4 MODULES 1-6 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

32 TYLER FLIES HIGH 978-1-5341-9873-9 MODULES 1-6 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

33 SKYLAR MAKES A PIE 978-1-5341-9874-6 MODULES 1-6 VOWEL TEAMS $7.95

34 CHARLOTTE PLAYS CARDS 978-1-6689-2689-5 MODULES 1-6 R-CONTROLLED VOWELS $7.95

35 BERT AND THE BIRDS 978-1-5341-9678-0 MODULES 7-12 R-CONTROLLED VOWELS $7.95

36 BERT AND THE STORM 978-1-5341-9679-7 MODULES 7-12 R-CONTROLLED VOWELS $7.95

37 BERT GETS HURT 978-1-5341-9680-3 MODULES 7-12 R-CONTROLLED VOWELS $7.95

38 BIRDWATCHING WITH POPS 978-1-6689-2687-1 MODULES 7-12 R-CONTROLLED VOWELS $7.95

39 MEET NURSE MORGAN 978-1-6689-2692-5 MODULES 7-12 R-CONTROLLED VOWELS $7.95

40 OWL AND  CROW 978-1-6689-0871-6 MODULES 7-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

41 SNOWY THE WHITE COW 978-1-6689-0872-3 MODULES 7-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

42 BENJI MOUSE WOULD LIKE A HOUSE 978-1-6689-0865-5 MODULES 7-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

43 THE SCOUTS GO CAMPING 978-1-6689-0866-2 MODULES 7-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

44 FELIX FAWN GOES ON A JAUNT 978-1-6689-0873-0 MODULES 7-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95

45 PAW AND MAW LAUNCH A BOAT 978-1-6689-0874-7 MODULES 7-12 DIPHTHONGS $7.95
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TEACHER’S GUIDE
TO CHERRY BLOSSOM PRESS BOOKS,  
CECILIA MINDEN, PHD

Cherry Blossom Press books are specifically written for 
beginning and emergent readers. The simple text and 
repeating language patterns provide strong support for early 
readers. Concepts in each book were selected to reflect 
vocabulary familiar to the reader. There is also support from 
easily identified illustrations and pictures. A word list at the end 
of the book helps with word study and fluency.  

Here are some suggestions to help guide the developing reader.

PICTURE WALK
Begin by taking a walk through the book with the reader. Point 
to the cover and ask the reader if there are clues to the content 
of the book.

Go through the book, stopping every few pages to  ask the 
reader to identify the illustrations. End by asking the reader to 
predict what he or she will learn from the book.

PREVIEW
At the end of the book, there is a list of every word in the book. 
You may want to take a moment to review the sight words.  This 
will help to support the reader as he or she tackles the book. 
Some teachers may want to review all the words. Others may 
choose to have the reader sound out the short vowel words 
within the text.

READ
Careful thought has gone into making sure that most words are 
repeated, giving the reader a chance to practice his or her skills 
at a new word. Many 

of the words are repeated in other books as well. The teacher 
may ask students to read each page 

on their own. Another method would be buddy reading where 
readers take turns reading the pages. Stop occasionally during 
the reading and use the illustrations to offer clues to the more 
difficult words.

Readers at this level may use a finger to follow the text and 
help to focus on the words. Give the reader time to sound out 
an unfamiliar word. Point out words that are used multiple times. 

Many of the pages follow patterns that, once mastered, will 
help give the reader more fluency. Encourage the reader to say 
the word before using the illustration as a clue.

COMPREHENSION
At the end of the book, ask the reader if his or her prediction 
was similar to the story. Do not make this a right or wrong 
answer.  
A prediction is simply a guess to help with comprehension.

Ask the reader questions about the book. Try to avoid direct 
questions such as “What color was the flower?” Rather, ask 
questions that promote comprehension. “What do you think it 
would be like to be in a car at a car wash?”

WORD STUDY
The short vowel words are listed according to the short vowel 
sound. Not all vowels will be in each book, but an effort was 
made to ensure that there are at least two short vowels with 
enough words to provide word study activities.

1. Write each short vowel word on a small card. Draw two 
columns on a sheet of paper. Ask the reader to write a vowel 
at the top of each column – for example, an /a/ and an /e/. 
Now instruct the student to read each word and place it in 
the correct column. More experienced readers will be able to 
do this with three or more columns.

2. Instruct the reader to take the stack of cards and go through 
the book, matching the short vowel word to the same word in 
the text.

3. Instruct the student to write (or dictate) a simple sentence 
using one or two of the short vowels words.

FLUENCY
The entire text is also in the back of the book. Once the reader 
has had an opportunity to read the book many times, it will be 
possible to do a timed reading test for fluency. The number of 
words is included to help the teacher determine the speed. All 
the books have at least 50 words to ensure an accurate speed.
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Grade 3
Bridges early readers into confident readers with  
a set of fully-illustrated, 24-page decodable 
chapter books.

The In Bloom series are narrative-based chapter 
books that ease younger readers into reading. 
Each book uses decodable text, a repetition 
of sight words, and vowel sounds to raise 
recognition and confidence. Original illustrations 
help guide readers through the text.

Paperback  •  Page Count: 24
Dimensions: 6” x 8”
Full-color Illustrations & Photography

 TITLE ISBN HMH INTO READING FOCUS SKILLS GRADE 3 PRICE

1 DOGS ARE GOOD PETS 978-1-6689-1895-1 MODULES 1-4 SHORT VOWELS $8.95

2 CATS ARE GOOD PETS 978-1-6689-1896-8 MODULES 1-4 SHORT VOWELS $8.95

3 FUN IN THE VAN 978-1-6689-1897-5 MODULES 1-4 SHORT VOWELS $8.95

4 JACK LIKES BASEBALL 978-1-6689-1898-2 MODULES 1-4 SHORT VOWELS $8.95

5 LINN SHOPS FOR PUG 978-1-6689-1899-9 MODULES 1-4 SHORT VOWELS $8.95

6 NICK AND TOM 978-1-6689-1900-2 MODULES 1-4 SHORT VOWELS $8.95

7 ON THE RED BUS 978-1-6689-1901-9 MODULES 1-4 SHORT VOWELS $8.95

8 SNACKS FOR ALL 978-1-6689-1902-6 MODULES 1-4 SHORT VOWELS $8.95

9 THE PALS PLAY BASKETBALL 978-1-6689-1903-3 MODULES 1-4 SHORT VOWELS $8.95

10 WHAT CAN BELLA SEE? 978-1-6689-1904-0 MODULES 1-4 SHORT VOWELS $8.95

11 TAD THE CAT 978-1-6689-2698-7 MODULES 1-4 DIGRAPHS $8.95

12 A FISH FOR CAM 978-1-6689-2700-7 MODULES 1-4 DIGRAPHS $8.95

13 KICK THE BALL 978-1-6689-2702-1 MODULES 1-4 DIGRAPHS $8.95

14 PICK UP 978-1-6689-2701-4 MODULES 1-4 DIGRAPHS $8.95

15 JAM THE PUP 978-1-6689-2704-5 MODULES 1-4 DIGRAPHS $8.95

16 JIP AND JAM 978-1-6689-2699-4 MODULES 1-4 DIGRAPHS $8.95

17 JIP AND JAM AND THE MISSING STICK 978-1-6689-2707-6 MODULES 1-4 DIGRAPHS $8.95

18 JIP AND JAM AND THE HOT SUN 978-1-6689-2703-8 MODULES 1-4 DIGRAPHS $8.95

19 BEN AND HIS DUCKS 978-1-6689-2705-2 MODULES 1-4 DIGRAPHS $8.95

20 THE MISSING EGG 978-1-6689-2706-9 MODULES 1-4 DIGRAPHS $8.95
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TEACHER’S GUIDE
TO CHERRY BLOSSOM PRESS BOOKS,  
CECILIA MINDEN, PHD

Cherry Blossom Press books are specifically written for 
beginning and emergent readers. The simple text and 
repeating language patterns provide strong support for early 
readers. Concepts in each book were selected to reflect 
vocabulary familiar to the reader. There is also support from 
easily identified illustrations and pictures. A word list at the end 
of the book helps with word study and fluency.  

Here are some suggestions to help guide the developing reader.

PICTURE WALK
Begin by taking a walk through the book with the reader. Point 
to the cover and ask the reader if there are clues to the content 
of the book.

Go through the book, stopping every few pages to  ask the 
reader to identify the illustrations. End by asking the reader to 
predict what he or she will learn from the book.

PREVIEW
At the end of the book, there is a list of every word in the book. 
You may want to take a moment to review the sight words.  This 
will help to support the reader as he or she tackles the book. 
Some teachers may want to review all the words. Others may 
choose to have the reader sound out the short vowel words 
within the text.

READ
Careful thought has gone into making sure that most words are 
repeated, giving the reader a chance to practice his or her skills 
at a new word. Many 

of the words are repeated in other books as well. The teacher 
may ask students to read each page 

on their own. Another method would be buddy reading where 
readers take turns reading the pages. Stop occasionally during 
the reading and use the illustrations to offer clues to the more 
difficult words.

Readers at this level may use a finger to follow the text and 
help to focus on the words. Give the reader time to sound out 
an unfamiliar word. Point out words that are used multiple times. 

Many of the pages follow patterns that, once mastered, will 
help give the reader more fluency. Encourage the reader to say 
the word before using the illustration as a clue.

COMPREHENSION
At the end of the book, ask the reader if his or her prediction 
was similar to the story. Do not make this a right or wrong 
answer.  
A prediction is simply a guess to help with comprehension.

Ask the reader questions about the book. Try to avoid direct 
questions such as “What color was the flower?” Rather, ask 
questions that promote comprehension. “What do you think it 
would be like to be in a car at a car wash?”

WORD STUDY
The short vowel words are listed according to the short vowel 
sound. Not all vowels will be in each book, but an effort was 
made to ensure that there are at least two short vowels with 
enough words to provide word study activities.

1. Write each short vowel word on a small card. Draw two 
columns on a sheet of paper. Ask the reader to write a vowel 
at the top of each column – for example, an /a/ and an /e/. 
Now instruct the student to read each word and place it in 
the correct column. More experienced readers will be able to 
do this with three or more columns.

2. Instruct the reader to take the stack of cards and go through 
the book, matching the short vowel word to the same word in 
the text.

3. Instruct the student to write (or dictate) a simple sentence 
using one or two of the short vowels words.

FLUENCY
The entire text is also in the back of the book. Once the reader 
has had an opportunity to read the book many times, it will be 
possible to do a timed reading test for fluency. The number of 
words is included to help the teacher determine the speed. All 
the books have at least 50 words to ensure an accurate speed.
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